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dread of losing life, that at the death of Jezzar
he was unable to make any effort at grasping the
supreme authority in Acre, but withdrew to
Damascus, and left his rival Ismael Pasha in
quiet possession of the immense resources of the
deceased tyrant.
Nassif Pasha was a descendant of the ancient
family of Syrian Pashas called Azam, and a man
of great weight, as well from the reputation of
his abilities, courage, and liberality, as by his
illustrious birth.
Ismael Pasha, like Nassif Pasha, was also in
confinement until the death of Jezzar, His his-
tory is succinctly this.
In the year 1800, Ismael Pasha accompanied
the grand army to Egypt, in the character of
Kiahiya, to a Pasha who perished in an explosion
of gunpowder at El- Arish. He was then patro-
nised by Nassif Pasha, who obtained for him the
dignity of the tails, and shortly after the govern-
ment of Marash. He did not long exercise that
authority before he fell into disgrace, by surpas-
sing in his extortions the usual bounds of Turkish
oppression.
The grand vizier formed a plan of making
him suffer a capital punishment. He appointed
him to the government of Sewas, and, at the
same time, concerted with one of the chiefs of
the Turkomans, that they should, on his quitting